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"FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION"  

Friday, August 8, 2008 

Ellis Island, New York City 

Dear TIPS Member, 

The “Land of Opportunity” is how many of our ancestors referred to the United States of 
America when they boarded the ships that carried them to their new home. Despite their 
diverse cultures and backgrounds, one thing united them - a dream of freedom and a 
better life. Lady Liberty guided them into New York Harbor to America’s front door - 

Ellis Island, a symbol of hope and prosperity and the gateway to the “Land of 
Opportunity.”  

The Tort Trial & Insurance Practice Section (TIPS) of the American Bar Association is 
pleased to present to you a rare and exciting opportunity to support a once in a lifetime 
event, “From Generation to Generation,” on the evening of Friday, August 8, 2008, on 
Ellis Island. Returning to this historical landmark puts into perspective the important role 

diversity plays in our civil justice system. TIPS is committed to diversifying our 
membership and ensuring that it is representative of the true mosaic that is America, 
including those who once passed through the great Registry Hall of Ellis Island. 

Help support this evening of remembrance and a celebration of life, liberty and diversity, 
as we honor Catherine A. Christian, the first African-American President of the New 
York County Bar Association and counsel for special projects, Office of the Special 
Narcotics Prosecutor, New York County District Attorney’s Office, and the Honorable 
Bernice B. Donald, United States District Judge, Western District of Tennessee, the first 
African-American woman officer of the ABA, with the distinguished TIPS Liberty 

Achievement Award. This award is presented to an attorney or judge who demonstrates, 
through their career, leadership in promoting diversity in the legal profession. 



You can help make this event a night that will never be forgotten by making a suggested 
tax deductible contribution of $100 to the TIPS Program Support Fund. TIPS, in turn, 
will donate 50% of your gift to the Ellis Island Foundation, in memory of those who 

passed through the Registry Hall to freedom. Making a gift in memory of your ancestors 
who passed through Ellis Island is a wonderful way to remember them, and to support 

TIPS’ diversification efforts and the Ellis Island Foundation. 

To make an online donation, please visit the FJE Web site today at: 
http://www.abanet.org/fje/donate/home.html and specify TIPS Program Support 
Fund/Ellis Island in the box allotted under gift designation on the Web page. 

Thank you for generosity and commitment to TIPS. We look forward to seeing you on 
Ellis Island on Friday, August 8th. TIPS Members attending the Annual Meeting can 
purchase their tickets for "From Generation to Generation" through the Annual Meeting 

brochure, which will be available in April. 

Sincerely yours, 

 
Peter Bennett 
Chair, Tort Trial & Insurance 
Practice Section 

 
Francine L. Semaya 
2008 TIPS Annual Meeting 
Arrangements Chair 
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